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renders by Malakuta. In the southern part of the territory
towards the sea-coast, stood the mountain named Mo-la-ye> or
Malaya, which produced sandal-wood. The country thus
described is therefore the southern end of the peninsula, part
of which is still called Malay dlam and Malay awArat or Mal&bar;
I would accordingly read the Chinese syllables as an abbrevia-
ted form of Malayakuta. The circuit of the kingdom was
5000 lit or 833 miles, being bounded by the sea to the south,
and by the province of DrSvida to the north. As this estimate
agrees almost exactly with the measurement of the end of the
peninsula, to the south of the Kaveri river, the province of
Malayakuta must have included the modern districts of Tanjor
and Madura, on the east, with Coimbator, Cochin, and Travan-
core, on the west.

The position of the capital is difficult to fix, as a distance
of 500 miles, to the south of Conjeveram, would take us out to
sea beyond Cape Kum&ri, (Comorin). If i we might read 1300 K,
or 217 miles, instead of 3000 K, both bearing and distance
would agree exactly with the position of the ancient city of
Madura, which was the capital of the southern end of the
peninsula in the time of Ptolemy. It is possible that Katdam
(Quilon) may have been the capital at the time of Hwen
Thsang's visit; but neither the distance nor the bearing agrees
with the pilgrim's statement, as the place is not more than
400 miles to the south-west Conjeveram. To the north-east
of the capital there was a town named Charitra-pura, or
"Departure-town/1 which was the port of embarkation for
Ceylon. If Madura was the capital, the "port-city" was
probably Negapatam; but, if Kaulam was the capital, the
"port-city" must have been Ramtiid (R&mandtha$ura). From
this port, Ceylon was distant 3000 tf, or 300 miles, to the
south-east.

According to the writer of the "Life of Hwen Thsang,'1

1.   Julien,i. 193: "Ilentendit dire qu'a trois mille K des fron-
tieres de cc pays [Dravida] il y avait un royaume appele* Mo.loMu.cfa"